LONDON

Benjamin

With an ongoing array of projects ranging from artworks and
fashion collaborations to ereative toys and furniture, Benjamin

Shine continues to streteh the boundaries between art and design,

The spark of an |dea, the twinkle of some-
thing brand-new and innavative, a burst
of creathe energy perhags - or maybe a
felerance Do s broad oreative vison and
the glebal direction his brand is heading?
Whiclh ever i1 1%, 4 bar chn be read iita The
simple dots that make up the Benjamin
Shine Studio bogo,

Londen born designer Benjamin Shine de
scribes Ies creative approach a8 “oansore-
tional problem solding.” Indeed, lateral
thinking plays an ebwious role in his work.
] like 1o b=t the materials dictate the de
slgn™, says Shine, who is currently woerking
on a myviad of prajects, ascillaling between
creating one-off artworks and products that
can be mass-produced.

While his artworks are commissioned by
collectonrs and companies alike, his growing
range of products are distributed through-
ol Eurape amnd the Us under his namesaks
birand. &s his range of work expands, Shine
hias toumd that his early raining in feshion
design { following stints under Stefla McCa
mney and Husseln -Lhalla:.-.ul | continue 14
influence his approach to design, * Wodking
In the fashien indusiry provided a great
infrosduction info the creative workd”, says
Shine. = Without an understanding of pat-
term curting and Textibes, | wouldn® have
arrived at seme of the concepts that hawve
been 56 successiul”, he adds.
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shine first galned recognition among the
[ashion set lallowing his graduale colle

tlan, * ealised’. Born out of an act of re-
Lellicn tallowing his teachers adwice tha
‘eyerything had been done before’, he se
it 16 proste Them wrang. Earing him & 1

B4 degree with honours and the highest
grades ever awarded by the unleersicy, his
*Realised * collection reflecied the genuine
feeling of optimizm, hope and change in
the wake of entering & new mill=nniem

“I wanied 10 find a new way of cutting
clothes « to make i1 a visual statl=men
even i ar times i1 was at e expense af
vonven lianal wearahility®, says Shine, The
callection explored entrapment and emer-
gence thraugh ane-piece patern curting,
wihere continuous hemlines appeared to
curve through the bady, encasing ic = The
boddy bescame increasingly sxposed through
ot the catwalk's sequence of black and
white autlils,” Shine explains, * The klea ol
separating oneself from one's sumounding
wis the underlying message”

Halled as the star of London®s Craduate
Fashion Week, Shine was lealired in vari
ous fashlon and deslgn publicazions. Harp-
ers Baraar claimed, 0w inwesimen] tip
Benjamin Shine”, Vopue insisted, *Ben-
Jarmin Shime"s much yped collection didn®t
dizappaint®, and Tatler eeclaimed, * A rsing
star - long may he shine™ Interar design

guru kelly Hoppen, wha commilssloned
Shine fo creale a bespoke autlil, endarsed
the young designer by saying * 1 think Ben
famim Shine is pure Jen.. i cuming 1€
ingenicus.*

Shine went on 1o accept an offer fram the
prestigious 51 Martins 1o study on their s
fashlon course and his interest tumed to a
mare sculphural aesthetic, but this did mnt
sit wiell with the infamowshy walatile course
beader Lauise Wilson. Shine explaing, “ One
day she said to me - You are the best outter
an the course and | believe you will have
an impressive show bat | don’t think you're
benefiting from all of this - it's toe stifling .~
Sene tound Mmsell agresing and left 52
Martins the wery nest day.*

Fuelled by rhe disappeiniment of 51 Mar
tins, Shine continued te devebop his colle
tan of miged-media arrworks. 10 was during
this lime in 2002 that he also desipned one
aof his first cemmerclal dathing praducts,
the *Skoody”. Fellowing a suggestion fram
his brother, the Skoody was conceived
45 a multifunctional accessory 10 combat
unpredictable weather, * The Skaody was
an exercise In pattem cutting, fabrication
and cosring, aimed &0 a universal marker®,
says Shine, The garment, swored in a small
pouch, can quickly transform into a warm
hocded lop belore reversing into a rain
praf jacker.
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With this, Shine quickly tearnt the importance of main-
taiming a clear business stategy. “ The Skeady exdperlence
taught me the basics ol mning a business - | was a
ane-man-band managing design, sample making, ralsing
purchase arders and invoices, a5 well as selling, marketing
and delivering the goods,” says Shine. RBeceiving wide-
spread media-coverage and well-knewn cliems such as
Arsenal Foothall Club and Caca-Cola, the Skoody's sicess
eamed Shine the Enterprising Young Beit foward In 2004,
The Skondy alse became the first of Shine's products 1o
become patented and Bcensed, the latter freeing him from
the burden of manufacure and providing the remplare for
markeling and distributing lufure producs,

with his self-taught approach e groduc design, Shine
wentured further into new temitory with his next patented
imventlon, *Cordz . | wanted to create an acthity that
provided a tactile appraach 10 drawing - an idea | lies?
developed though my own fabric-portraits * His innovative
Cordz range enables children 1o create expressive picures
an reusable boards. Using pieces of cord in a variety of
lengths and colours, Umitless designs and plciures can be
ireated with lengihs of coad which are easily lifted and
reapplied 1o a Velcro-like surface via the cord-loading pen
ar by hand.

Cordz was awarded Tep Creathe Toy In zoo7 and 0 was
i Civs same year that the Coureosisier Fulure oo talent
scouts singled cut Shine by ranking him top of their lisz
&5 The Dive 1o Watch in A and Design . Cordz has since
won Lhe imermationally acclaimed ao0g Bed Dol Design
Faward, poshioning both Cordz and Shine's decign reputa-
thon among the greats of the design industry

WMast recently Shine was commissioned to design a range
al limited-edilion Perspexs praducts, One of his chairs, aptly
named the 4o Winks* chair (which takes the form of
& person siting camformably ) provides a bald and wimy
wisual pun, © v plays with the idea of human inhabitance,
tath om a small scale where the chalr space appears in-
hahited and on Brger scale, where a grodp of These chairs
appear to populate an environment.” Shine explains, * The
relaxed and slumbered silhawetre aims 10 evoke @ sense of
dalm and peaceluiness.” Linched during Landan Design
Week, 4o Winks® stole the attention of British fashien
howse Apuascutiom, who pramptly requesied the piece To
their Begent Street stone

A weell as Peverishly chuming oot new product ideas, Shine
continues o develop new artworks and technlques, worlk-
ing predeminantly with fabsics, However, his ambdtioos
'Landscape’ sculpture cencep? far Farliament HIll in Aws-
tralia® Capiral Teritary opened the dood 1o a new realm for
Shine to explore. Depicting & heman hand halding & paint-
bwush, poised &s if painting the hackdrop sceneny, Shine’s
Ylandscapes’ concepd was shor-fisled from a wealth of
leading International architecture and deslgn fiitms. The
25ft-1all sculplure, constructed from 2,000 cast bonge
palntbrushes represented the " coreative wision” behind
the man-made capital of Australia. * Waorking an such a
large-scabe opens up entirely new ideas,” $hine says, * The
respansibillng in providing a sculprure that connecrs with
an entire community is a great challenge,” he adds.

wihilst Shime steals time ta wark en such personal projecs,
the demand for his striking fabric-portraits has rapidly
grown, 1o such an extent thar there |5 now an enviable
waiting fist. “It's been a pleasant surprise as when | ore-
ated my first fabric portral, back In 2003, | never antid-
pated making anather’ The technique is cerlainty unigus,
conslsting of frayed shreds of fabric, woven threugh thow-
sands al syvelets enlo a solid g 0t x sf tablean - Bke a gian
complex dot-dot. Shine says that the materials wsed to
depict the sulsject are chosen 1o reflect the simer, for es-
ample, Lady Thatcher's portrait was constructed from silk
o rusted lren {a reference to the *lron Lady " tag ) ™ Sir
Edmund Hillary's portrail was made from wealherprool
mylen fabric an plercing-Hue anodized aluminum,” shine
erplains, “The idea was o avoid using paint in crealing
these ' paintings’ - instead 1o oreate the siter's likeness
theaugh the combinazian of materials alape.”

just last year, during the 2008 prestdentlal campalgn in
Aameerica, Shine began 1o creale a unigus poatrail of Barack
Obama, constructing his image from the material of a sin-
gle retived Amesican flag, which was then weven threugh
mesh - to form an oversized 1apestry. " Aside from the
challenge of using Just a single flag ol limited colours, it
seermad approgriale oouse the nation's (ag reconligured
ta reflect the posliive notlons of change and the aspira-
tigms 1o rebuild the Upited Siates,” Shine says
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His portrait entitled * Changing Swates’ provided a poignant and powerful image of the
4" President and was afficlally urveiled &1 the New York Musewm o Arts and Design
shartly alier the Inauguration ceremony on Jamuary 20" In addition, Shine®s iconic
Image was replicated on Barnes and Moble's officdal commemaranive range of praducts,
Inclding mugs, T-shirms and posters, Sodd throughour the United Sanes

It's present day and Shines latest rechnique takes his fabric mediuom o yer anather
dimension, This lime a single length of tlle & manipulated throogh pleating and
pressing 1o ferm intricate representations. The first of such amworks bravely depicts
rembrandl. Entitled “The space Between Light and Shade', the piece relerences the
Y Master's " pioneering method of emulating light and dark,” *Pm oreally intrigued
tvy this technique as there Is a lot of scope 1o really push the gualities of this materlal
1o s limits, particilarly the ability to creas suel Tanal variation,” sdys Shine

With an angoelng array of projects ranging from anworks and fashion collaborations
o creative Toys and femilure, Benjamin Shine continees 1o sirelch the boundaries
beetween art and design. Whilst it would be easy fo ride the wave of his various
achievements and awards 1o dare, i1 is clear that shine remains more fecused than
ever on explaring the creative challenges the wodld has to aller.. and we cerainly
leok Fonward to seeing the resulis!

wws benjaminshine, coam

MICHELE SCHUMACHER FoR o0 | T 5T




